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DETAILED ACTION 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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equipment (col. 3, lines 56-60) each of th* 

inventory of replacement parts for * * 12) ' an 

'"^^metfthe 
"Arises a user interface ,o the , « Wonal element further 

-~ tee rr„e7T ,e, ^ wa ~-^ 

at Ie ast one threshold related tn »h Q 

-Placemen, parfs for each „ ^ ^ " 1* tracKs 

^sgeneranonofrecommendetfon reports („ia dWo • . 

-ntueerates, Th.^ *" ^^"—-a , 

„ anrfaseto, inventory (via quantity parameter 

'^asetotparametereuserttorteterminea^, 



Application/Control Number: 10/028,134 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3627 

which reorder of parts for the inventory is made (col. 8, lines 33-41 ). The set of 
parameters is a rate of use of the replaceable components (col. 6, lines 40-48). 
Haines further discloses that the piece of equipment is a printing system (such as an 
electro photographic printer), and the mechanism records a remaining life for the 
replaceable components (such as sensing the presence of toner at each respective 
level). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3, 13, 16-20 and 31-36 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Haines in view of Hayward et al. (6,798,997 B1 ). 

Haines discloses the element of the claimed invention, however fails to explicitly 
disclose an input to the user interface cataloging replacement parts placed into and 
removed from the inventory, and creating an order form. 

Hayward et al. discloses the concept of an imaging apparatus including a 
development station and replaceable parts. A sensor and software system 
electronically senses a condition in the replaceable part and electronically 
communicates information relating to the condition to an address defined by the 
condition. Hayward further discloses a software and user input solution automatically 
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connects the user to a part supplier, a consumable item, manufacturer, or a consumable 
item vendor for efficiency, convenience, and timely ordering or inquiry. 

Hayward further discloses a monitor module including an "inventory sub-module" 
to recorded each time the consumable has been replenished and to deduct 
consumption of the consumable as the jobs are printed. 

Hayward further discloses electronically forming a contract with a supplier for 
purchase of the replaceable part or consumable with for example digital technology. 
Hayward et al. further discloses a method of shipment and user account. 

From this teaching of Hayward, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the monitoring of 
consumable in Haines to include the ordering and process taught by Hayward in order 
to facilitate replacement of consumed parts. 

7. Claims 14, 15, 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Haines. Although Haines does not explicitly disclose a daily printer page count, 
however, Haines discloses the concept of compiling usage over a period of use and 
time by users to make projection about how much toner will be used during a remaining 
portion of capacity, or life of toner cartridge. Thus, from this teaching, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have modify the monitoring and collecting of usage information of Haines to include the 
tracking a daily printer page count since is only routine in the art. 
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Conclusion 



8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. Graves et al discloses monitoring an inventory of supply 

consumed in a manufacturing. Mii discloses a controlling system and predicting date for 

replacement or supply of consumable goods. Scheer discloses fulfilling order in a 

supply chain. Sedam et al. discloses ordering and tracking maintenance for a machine. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lynda Jasmin whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0465. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday (8:00-5:30) alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert P Olszewski can be reached on (703) 308-5183. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). | i , 




